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Mafg Gafdgn8 -The first historical reference to a Mary garden dates back to the 7th

century, when Saint Fiacre of Breuil emigrated fom lreland to France to build an hermitage there. Dur-
ing his time in the monastery where he was raised and became a monk, Fiacre'imbibed knowledge of
herbal medicine.' When he anived in France, he built his hermitage with a personaldwelling, a vege-
table & herb garden, a hospice to care for strangers, and a gardened oratory to the Virgin Mary - the
first historical example of a Mary garden. Fiacre was known for his life of devotion to prayer, fasting,
vigils, and tending to his garden, earning himself frre patronage of gardeners and herbalists.

The second historical example of a Marian connection to flowers is found in a 1373 English recipe for a
potion to ward off fie plague, featuring the sernt mary gouldes, othenrise known as Saint Mary's Gold
or the Marigold.

Today you will find Mary Gardens as small as a table-top planter, or a

backyard retreat complete with water attractions and rock walls. They are
focal points for mediation and tools to educate our children. OLWS
makes use of the space surrounding the shrine structure to create Mary
gardens around each of the apparitions. All you need for your own Mary
garden is a statue of Mary, and a space to place her.

Over time, flowers in Mary gardens developed symbolism to the events in
Mary's life:. Here are a few and their meanings.

leilg - Mary was associated with this passage from the Song of Songs:
"l am the Rose of Sharon, the lily of the valleys." (2:1) A legend from the
second century says that when Mary's tomb was opened to show Thomas
with roses and lilies.

that her body had been assumed into heaven, it was filled

Golumbing . Also known as "Our Lady's Shoes," Columbine is said to have sprung up wherever Mary's foot touched the ground
on her way to visit her cousin Elizabeth.

Iuavgndgf - Known as "Mary's Drying Plant," lavender was said to have received its scent after Mary laid Jesus'clothes on it to
dry.

Madonna Isilg - The angel Gabriel is said to have been holding a lily, representing purity, when he appeared to Mary to an-
nounce she would bear a child - lilies are often included in artistic renditions of the annunciation.

Marigold - The marigold was called "Mary's Gold" by early Christians who placed the flowers around statues of Mary, offering the
blossoms in place of coins. A legend says that during the flight into Egypt the Holy Family
was accosted by a band of thieves. They took Mary's purse and when they opened it,

vwlft, - The violet is associated with

humility and became known as "Our Lady's
Modesty." lt was said to have blossomed
when Mary replied to the Angel Gabriel, "l

am the handmaid of the Lord."

trises - lrises were used in Mary Gar-

dens. The blade-shaped foliage denotes
the sorrows which 'pierced her heart.'

Source:Did You Know? The History Behind Mary Gardens I uCatholic - by George Ryan



Our Lady of the Woods Shri ne

leqacy ?ayers(

Sixty years of weather has taken a toll on Our Lady of the
Woods Shrine. We have been working to restore it and help
insure that it remains a place of beauty and spiritual inspiration
for generations to come.

The Legacy Pavers are one way to help fund this expensive renovation. The pavers are also a way to
hohor those we love, and memorialize those we've lost. You can have your family name engraved or
a brief scripture verse.

The engraved pavers will be placed along the length of the sidewalk surrounding the shrine.

Prices for the pavers are:
4" x 8"----.--- $ 100 This will accommodate up to 3 lines of text
8" x 8"------- $ 200 This size will allow up to 6 lines of text for your message.

Please complete this form as you would like your paver to read and mail it to the parish office,
along with your payment.
Please make checks out to: Our Lady of the Woods Shrine Memo line: Legacy Paver
Mailing address: St. Mary Church, PO Box 189, Mio, M148647

Please fill out the spaces below, as you would like it to read. A letter for each space.

A comma, dash, period or other symbol or punctuation is considered one space and in its own box.

Your Name

Address

Phone Email


